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As the world begins planning for a post-pandemic recovery, the United Nations is
calling on governments to seize the opportunity to recover better together by
creating more sustainable, resilient, and inclusive societies. To that end, United
Nations Secretary-General António Guterres has proposed six priority actions to
shape the COVID-19 recovery. Governments should seek to deliver green jobs, end
subsidies for fossil fuels, price carbon pollution, and account for climate-related risks
and opportunities in the global financial system, among other things. And, as the
generation that will be most impacted by climate change—and the post-COVID
economic trajectory—youth should have a seat at the table as their governments
chart a course to recovery. 

On June 5, in honor of World Environment Day, Member State representatives, young
climate leaders, United Nations leadership, and civil society partners gathered online
for a virtual discussion about recovering better together. The event was co-hosted by
the Office of the Secretary-General’s Envoy on Youth, the Secretary-General’s Climate
Action Team, the United Nations Foundation, Ireland, the Republic of the Marshall
Islands, YOUNGO, and The Re-Earth Initiative. 

H.E. Geraldine Byrne Nason, Permanent Representative of Ireland to the United
Nations, and Jayathma Wickramanayake, United Nations Secretary-General’s Envoy on
Youth, opened the event and each of the following speakers offered welcoming
remarks: Selwin Hart, Assistant Secretary-General of the Climate Action Team; H.E.
Richard Bruton, Ireland’s Minister for Communications, Climate Action, and
Environment; and Elizabeth Cousens, President and Chief Executive Officer of the
United Nations Foundation. 
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The audience then had the opportunity to hear the perspectives and suggestions of
four young climate leaders: Monika Skadborg, President of Denmark’s Youth Climate
Council; Karen Proa, Co-Founder of the Youth and Climate Change Network of Costa
Rica; Joshua Amponsem, Executive Director of the Green Africa Youth Organization;
and Khyati Rathore, Special Projects Manager at Defend Our Future.  In advance of
June 5, the youth speakers gathered input from young people all over the world by
hosting live sessions on the Envoy on Youth’s Instagram account. At the event itself,
they were able to speak from their own experience as well as share insights from
their peers. 

Monika Skadborg described the ways in which her organization, the Youth Climate
Council, shapes climate policy by gathering input from youth around Denmark and
providing it to decision makers. She warned that, for young people, putting aside
climate action during the COVID-19 crisis is not an option. The costs of inaction are
simply too high. The only responsible step to take is to implement solutions that
solve both problems. For example, investing not only in jobs, but green jobs and
attaching ‘green strings’ to bailouts.

Karen Proa discussed the importance of delivering green jobs, which restore and
preserve the environment, to not only replace jobs lost during the pandemic but also
encourage the recovery of economies, societies, and the environment. She
highlighted green sectors, businesses, and activities that governments should
support, including emerging green businesses developed by young people.
Governments must ensure space for youth in decision making processes, integrate
green skills and sustainable development into formal education programs, and
establish connections with youth organizations to jointly implement green initiatives. 
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Joshua Amponsem warned that market solutions cannot be relied upon to solve
human problems and urged governments to provide people- and ecosystem-oriented
solutions, rather than taking a profit-centered approach. For countries that already
have or are considering carbon pricing, he recommended that the price of carbon
reflect the true damage caused by emissions. Fossil fuel subsidies are a robbery
against the current generation, and financial resources should be shifted instead
toward carbon neutral and green initiatives. Finally, he urged world leaders to adopt
a triple helix approach that connects universities, industries, and governments to
drive a carbon-free future.

Khyati Rathore emphasized that financial decisions and investments made today - if
done right - can create the systemic change needed to address the climate crisis. She
presented five recommendations for governments, urging them to (1) ensure no one
is left behind in the recovery, particularly low-income communities and communities
of color, which are often on the frontlines of climate risks; (2) place climate risks and
opportunities at the heart of all investment strategies, including by pricing carbon; (3)
incentivize activities that sequester carbon and reduce emissions; (4) direct stimulus
spending toward the clean energy sector; and (5) require infrastructure projects to
take the climate crisis and equity issues into account. 

The speakers’ full remarks can be watched online: bit.ly/WATCHYOUTHCHOICE
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After hearing from youth speakers, Member States had an opportunity to respond
and, in turn, share their perspectives on the significance of recovering better
together. The audience heard first from representatives from Chile, the United
Kingdom, and France, who urged young people to be engaged in political processes,
including by voting; opened the door to further dialogue on the triple helix idea
proposed by Joshua; and drew attention to the links between climate, health, and
biodiversity. 

After these reflections, H.E. Geraldine Byrne Nason, Permanent Representative of
Ireland to the United Nations, moderated a series of interventions by Member
States. 

H.E. Martin Hermann, Permanent Representative of Denmark to the United Nations,
shared that Denmark is committed to including youth not only in discussions but also
in decisions about climate change. He noted that climate change and COVID-19 are
unprecedented crises for the international community, and agreed with Monika
Skadborg, president of his country’s Youth Climate Council, about the need to
address both crises together.

H.E. Stefano Stefanile, Deputy Permanent Representative of Italy to the United
Nations, noted that the youth speakers’ remarks confirmed that the world needs to
be pushed by young generations in order to make choices with the right level of
ambition and long-term perspective. He also told the audience about Youth4Climate,
a youth event planned to coincide with the rescheduled pre-COP next year, and the
Youth4Climate virtual event series, which will engage young people and high-profile
speakers in important climate conversations in the months leading up to pre-COP
and COP26.
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H.E. Rodrigo Alberto Carazo Zeledón, Permanent Representative of Costa Rica to the
United Nations, urged Karen Proa, Co-Founder of the Youth and Climate Change
Network of Costa Rica, to take over the Parliament in Costa Rica, similar to the way
Irish youth took over the Parliament in Ireland last year, because young people have
the answers that decision makers need to address climate change. Representatives
from Uzbekistan, Australia, and Jordan shared ways they’re working to elevate youth
voices, and H.E. Silvio Gonzato, Deputy Head of Delegation of the European Union to
the United Nations, noted that despite the challenges the world currently faces, the
European Union has not lost its ambition on climate change. He credited this
continued ambition to young people who have consistently sought to hold their
governments accountable.

All Member State interventions can be viewed online: bit.ly/WATCHYOUTHCHOICE

The virtual discussion closed with a message from the Republic of the Marshall
Islands, co-hosts of the event. H.E. Amatlain Kabua, Permanent Representative of the
Marshall Islands to the United Nations introduced a video featuring H.E. Christopher
Jorebon Loeak, Minister-in-Assistance to the President and Minister of the
Environment, and five young leaders: Jae Marie Mae Digno, Frank “Chase” Domnick,
Jollia Peter, Jobod Silk, and Anfernee Nenol Kaminaga. Together they called for youth
inclusion in decision making processes, highlighted the ways young people worked
together to spread important information about COVID-19, and emphasized the need
for urgent action on climate change.
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Ireland and the Republic of the Marshall Islands, hosts of Youth Choice: Recovering
Better Together, will share this report with other Member States that are actively
considering what it means to recover better together, including those engaged in the
Climate Member State Advisory Group. Member States are urged to take these and
other youth perspectives into account. They are also encouraged to sign the Kwon
Gesh pledge, launched last year by Ireland and the Republic of the Marshall Islands,
committing themselves to involving youth in the implementation of the Paris
Agreement and the achievement of its goals.
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Young people must have a say in decisions that affect their future. They want to
know how countries are involving young people in decision making about climate
change and a green recovery from COVID-19.  
Young people have the capacity to create change and offer solutions. They want
to know what they can do as individuals and as changemakers in their
communities to advance climate action. 
Young people are seeking to hold their governments accountable. They are
interested in hearing directly from governments about their plans to recover
better together. 
Young people want to talk about lessons learned from COVID-19. They see the
ways the pandemic has reduced pollution and demonstrated that coordinated,
rapid behavior change is possible. They want to hear how COVID-19 has
decreased emissions, how governments can maintain these gains, even as
societies recover, and how global leaders can bring the same sense of urgency to
climate efforts.

In addition to the Instagram live sessions hosted by youth speakers before June 5,
youth around the world had the opportunity to share comments or questions for the
speakers through the event’s registration form and through an online poll at
ReachNotPreach.com. While time constraints didn’t allow for all of these inputs to be
addressed during the event, a few key themes emerged:



1
53%

2
34%

3
13%

Deliver green jobs and
create sustainable growth

Remove subsidies for fossil
fuels and price emissions so
polluters pay for the harm

they cause

Account for climate-related risks
and opportunities within the

global financial system

On Earth Day this year, the United Nations Secretary-General proposed six
climate-related actions to recover better together from the COVID-19 pandemic
and address the dual public health and climate crises we face. These actions
include creating green jobs and sustainable growth; penalizing polluters for their
emissions rather than subsidizing fossil fuels; and accounting for the climate
change-related risks and opportunities facing our global financial system. We
want to hear from you! If you had to prioritize just one of the following
climate actions in your post-COVID recovery plan, which one would you
choose?

Youth from all five UN Regional Groups and 47 countries also shared their thoughts
on the Reach Not Preach platform during or after the World Environment Day event.
A summary of questions and responses is included below.

GLOBAL YOUTH INPUT



Tell us the reason behind your choice! 

Deliver green jobs and create sustainable growth

The majority of respondents would prioritize green jobs over the other two
climate actions offered. Green jobs hold the most immediate promise to young
people who are simultaneously concerned about climate change and facing
increased economic insecurity due to the pandemic. While some respondents also
offered endorsements of removing subsidies, pricing carbon, and accounting for
climate-related risks and opportunities, they acknowledged the importance of jobs
in the post-COVID-19 context. A few justifications are included below.

“It is a solution that responds to a priority for both the economic crisis generated by the pandemic
(people looking for jobs) and the climate crisis (sustainable economy).”  (Dominican Republic)

“The reason behind my choice is that we need to prepare for a proper recovery. The global
economy is going to retract by 3-5% and this is even worse when we look specifically at the

marginalized global zones. Therefore, governments will likely choose to recover quickly by investing
in completely unsustainable energy and jobs.” (Brazil)

“The role of economic empowerment as a tool of solving under[lying] global challenges such as
climate change should be at the very top of our priority.” (Nigeria)

“Sustainability job[s] [are] usually seen as voluntary activities and not the one[s] that can sustain a
person financially. In order for us to grow further, it is important to recognize our action[s] and

compensate [for them] equally or even more than the oil production.” (Indonesia) 
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“Delivering green jobs and sustainable growth...will create greater impact. As we know, due to
COVID-19 many people lost their jobs and youth [are] waiting for opportunities. I am interested in

green jobs and want to plant trees across the world.” (Pakistan)

“It is important that the first step post-COVID be to create new jobs, because the virus has caused
the global job market to practically collapse. Thousands of people have been fired, often young

people just entering the workforce, and now sit idle with no idea how to restart professional lives.
The current global stalemate is an excellent opportunity to create (and even mandate) avenues for

sustainable growth worldwide...” (India)

“Working on a just transition towards green jobs will help empower workers and the industry to
make the shift away from fossil fuels...” (Canada)

“Although I fully believe in removing subsidies, I believe that the economic, social and environmental
benefits of green jobs and sustainable growth are greater...” (United Kingdom)

“It is evident that the pattern of employment is indeed changing and that new jobs are beginning to
emerge in favor of greener, cleaner, and more sustainable occupations. Climate change is already

damaging the millions of livelihoods of people in developing countries. Thus, transitions to new
opportunities and sustainable jobs and incomes are needed...” (Maldives)

GLOBAL YOUTH INPUT

Remove subsidies for fossil fuels and price emissions so polluters pay for the
harm they cause

Approximately one third of respondents would prioritize removing subsidies and
pricing carbon. A number of respondents emphasized the importance of re-
directing subsidies or using revenue from carbon pricing to incentivize the
development of low carbon solutions. Additional justifications for this
prioritization are below.



“I do not want sustainable growth because economic growth is inherently unsustainable,
and cannot exist alongside climate justice. I also have no interest in talking about green

financial opportunities, because our current financial system and economy is also
incompatible with achieving a truly ‘sustainable’ society, in which we address deeply rooted
environmental and social problems. Capitalism is not compatible with climate recovery...”

(United Kingdom)

"We can pay for the necessary investments in renewables and regenerative technologies by
making polluters pay.” (USA)

“It is the crucial step for stopping the climate crisis. [I]t's not enough to deliver green jobs,
sustainable growth, risk accountability if we do not stop emitting. First things first, it is the

obvious first step to stop digging the hole, so then we start on climbing to get out of it.”
(Chile)

“The first step is in the government's control to change the way corporations behave. If they
realise consumers would rather use clean energy and they lack government subsidies,

[corporations] may choose to reinvest in renewable sources.” (Pakistan)

“Removing subsidies [for] fossil fuels gives a strong signal to investors and markets.
Therefore, it could unchain and accelerate green transformation that could also deliver

green jobs.” (Mexico)

“If they actually pay, they would be more aware of the price of their destruction and also
they will be more responsible because of it. No company likes to lose money...” (Barbados)

GLOBAL YOUTH INPUT
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“Because people, by their nature, are more careful about what they spend on labor and money.”
(Turkey)

“The people who have contributed least to the climate crisis are the ones who are being affected the
most. Polluters need to do more.”  (Ireland)

"If polluters don't pay, then who?” (Denmark)

Account for climate-related risks and opportunities within the global financial
system

Only 13% of young respondents would prioritize the need to account for climate-
related risks and opportunities within the global financial system. The ones who
did prioritize this action cited the need to systematically influence future
decisions.

“We have to integrate risk-management in all future decision-making if we want to avoid huge
human and economic losses in the coming years. Green jobs can and will develop (with and

without governmental stimulus), and the problem with removing subsidies is that it often impacts
consumers first instead of producers.” (Argentina)

“It is the most broad and most inclusive option out of all that are proposed. It includes both
delivering green jobs and creating sustainable growth (especially now, during the pandemic of

COVID-19) as opportunities within the global financial system. Moreover removing subsidies for
fossil fuels and taking responsibility by polluters for the damage they cause can be perceived as

climate-related risks, hence the option is the most relevant, the most effective and the most
efficient.” (Poland)
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“Governments should ensure climate change litigation is a top priority...especially where
the effects of climate change are directly negatively affecting the fundamental rights and

freedoms of the citizens.” (Kenya)

“I think the idea proposed by more than 18 out of 28 EU ministers of
environment/climate for a green recovery as the solution to the pandemic of COVID-19
by using the European Green Deal could be very effective and efficient and can be seen

as an excellent example to follow by other countries and world leaders once all of the EU
Member States do so first.” (Poland)

“Government leaders should work closely with citizens and youth in implementing
policies that will be acceptable for all. Rwanda is a good example of a country leading

the way with environmental clean-up days and car-free days.” (Kenya)

Are the other actions you think governments should immediately take to
recover better and advance climate action? Have you seen a particular
young leader, organization, or country leading the way?

In responding to this question, some youth shared the ways they’re working to
advance climate action or pointed to peers who’ve been particularly inspiring.
Others suggested additional climate-related actions that governments can take
and urged leaders to move beyond commitments to implementation. Still others
highlighted the work of regions, countries, and cities that may offer models of
decarbonization. A number of responses are included below.
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“In my city, Surat, they decided to give points to industries based on how polluting they are.
More polluting industries need to pay fines to less polluting ones. This drives positivity about

green industries and motivates people to produce greener alternatives.” (India)

“[Governments] should prioritize their economic sectors that most need support, and re-build
[them] with a sustainable vision. For example, most countries that rely on tourism were highly

affected by the pandemic. To recover from this, governments can re-launch their tourism
sector, promoting ecotourism, for example.” (Dominican Republic)

“Stop talking, start implementing!” (Indonesia)

“Ensure environmental education is compulsory at all academic levels...” (Kenya)

“Fines should be put into place for industries or even countries that do not adhere to laws
designed to reduce pollution. Organizations must be held accountable for the environmental
damage they cause, even being forced to shut down if they do not comply. Climate change

should be declared a global emergency and be combated with suitable urgency.” (India)

“Create systematic support systems for young people to implement their projects for social and
economic transformation.” (Nigeria)

“I am very glad of the new development of sustainable financing in the Philippines. The
banking sector is moving towards green investments and [is] realizing the importance of

considering climate risks in their portfolio[s]. This is good progress, although it should have
been done earlier.” (Philippines)
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“I believe that it is crucial to have youth join decision making and give them the power
to impact the formulation of the strategies and laws to be established in states. Youth

are the ones who master today's innovative technologies and know how these
technologies can be applied and implemented to fight climate change. Moreover, youth
are the biggest stakeholders and impacted group when it comes to climate change and
that is why they should have a say in the agendas and regulations adopted.” (Lebanon)

“We must hold polluters accountable and stop politicking. We can't allow fossil giants
to lobby and have their way at the expense of the environment and the sustainability of

future generations.” (Nigeria)

“Encourager et coordonner les efforts de la société civile en accordant des subventions
aux actions ponctuelles; décentraliser les processus décisionnels en assouplissant les

procédures; mettre en place les mesures incitatives à l'investissement dans les secteurs
liés à l'économie verte; renforcer la responsabilité sociale des entreprises (RSE) dans les

actions climatiques.” (Cameroon)

“If we want to avoid crises even bigger than that of the climate and that of the
coronavirus, we must invest [in] and prioritize the transformation of our mobility

systems, particularly in automotive design for a fair and cleaner world.” (Cameroon)
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“Governments should continue to support impact-driven entrepreneurs who are
providing innovative solutions during the crisis and continuing to create new,

meaningful jobs. For example, in March 2020 the German government launched
the worldwide biggest hackathon #WirVsVirus that was a great success with over

40,000 citizens developing 1,500 innovative crisis solutions across all industry
sectors.” (Germany)

“Mainstreaming climate change into all sectors of society.” (Mexico) 

“A lot of nations do not take the opinions of the youth. I strongly hope that the
government hires more youth to work on climate, they [ease] the process of

establishing clean energies, reduc[e] the import taxes for clean energy equipment...,
[and] give incentives and subsidies to those moving towards clean energy. As a
person who has personally worked on trying to build a 2.5 MW solar farm, I

personally thought the government made it really difficult to undergo this.” (India)

“In providing economic relief to companies, take into account the ecological
footprints of those companies...If [they are] big, then maybe give them either

restricted funding or give them funding if they are willing to make promises on
sustainability...” (Netherlands)

“Make a Youth Climate Council (such as Ungeklimaråd) to give young people a seat
at the table” (Denmark)
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1. What does it mean to recover better together?

It is not enough for any single nation or region to celebrate their higher ambitions if
other countries are failing at their commitments. For better recovery, we need to
unite and strengthen multilateralism to better address this global ‘broken’ system
which is leading us to extinction. We need an urgent transformation in the current
socio-demographic and ecological systems. We have to recover by building new
systems that enhance green infrastructure, with a focus on sustainable development
and inclusive decision making - this is how we can recover better, faster and
together! Additionally, corporations, communities and governments need to increase
their cooperation and enhance their ambitions leading to a paradigm shift and
industrial leapfrog towards activities that sequestrate carbon, restore and preserve
the environment rather than any further emissions. 

In order to meet ambitious targets and indicators set in the Sustainable Development
Goals, the Paris Agreement and the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction, it
is highly important to fully consider the principles of intergenerational equity and co-
creation and implementation with future generations.

We need to understand the priorities of people, their needs and keep a contextual
narrative at the core center of all public and private initiatives and policies. Through
the COVID pandemic, we have learned the importance of context-specific action while
supporting global solidarity. These lessons should carry on while we recover and set
a path towards a better future. As the world goes digital, there is a need for more
open and digital policies at all levels to ensure equity and equality amongst users. On
top of that, there is an urgent need for detailed disaggregation by countries that are
still lacking digital data policies due to slower technological advances or because the
open data policy is insufficient. 



Data to govern, data to understand, data to communicate and data to diagnose the
fast growing digital world are necessities to ensure   future resilience. This holistically
should inform all government decisions to ensure a data-based and evidence-led
policy formulation process. The urgent development of local expertise and
consultants within the next decade will also enable nations without strong data
systems to build local capacity.  With this, we propose a system that ensures
technology and biology are symbiotic and mutually beneficial. Institutional memory
can be better stored and transferred using technology while   indegenous knowledge
systems and biospheres will be digitally preserved.

2. What concrete suggestions do you have for countries to...

Deliver green jobs and create sustainable growth

Investments in research and development are required to fully understand the value
of the green and blue economy. In countries with high employment in the fossil fuel
sector, it's important to re-train workers and give them the needed skills to aid a just-
transition.    Education and knowledge systems must be future oriented and should
focus on training young people to solve the problems of today and the future. This
means, building the knowledge of youth towards the green sector, including
vocational jobs, and leveraging on their innovation and creativity. On the part of
government, there must be a very strong political will that is translated in policies
that are backed by strong monitoring, accountability and evaluation implementation
processes.
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A dialogue with all stakeholders, including children and youth, is required to enable a
community approach towards understanding the transition towards green jobs.  

Without engaging these stakeholders green jobs will remain a top down model and it
needs an application of the economic “triple up effect” theory. Traditionally jobs in
developing nations have always been a private sector task but more often than not
governments are still the largest employer and supplier. So to assume that green
jobs will continue coming from governments that have been struggling as of late, will
not deliver the jobs fast and it needs a bottom up approach.  Remove subsidies for
fossil fuels and price emissions so polluters pay for the harm they cause  We urge
governments to provide people-centred solutions instead of the current profit-
centred approach of dealing with the fossil-fuel sector. During the COVID pandemic,
some governments have given financial bailout to the fossil-fuel sector such as
aviation, without any demands for such sectors to lower their emissions. On the
contrary, such bailout have not been readily available to green start-ups.

Remove subsidies for fossil fuels and price emissions so polluters pay for the harm
they cause

We urge governments to provide people-centred solutions instead of the current
profit-centred approach of dealing with the fossil-fuel sector. During the COVID
pandemic, some governments have given financial bailout to the fossil-fuel sector
such as aviation, without any demands for such sectors to lower their emissions. On
the contrary, such bailout have not been readily available to green start-ups. 

Abu Dhabi Youth Voices



Current tax regulations still allow corporations to pollute while paying little to
nothing. The carbon emissions and the resulting climate change effects of the
emissions should all be factored in the pricing of carbon, if policy-makers really mean
to put a price on carbon! Taxes from carbon pricing should be allocated to support
net zero and green initiatives. Any subsidy towards the fossil-fuel sector is a robbery
against a green recovery. In an ideal situation, the demands of young people are
aimed at eliminating carbon pricing and subsidies for fossil-fuel-based activities.
Given that we have already exceeded our carbon budgets and we are already living in
an uncertain future, there should not be any reason for carbon-based economies to
thrive. We need an urgent transformation towards activities that sequester carbon
rather than any further emissions.

Public-private partnerships and investment in the energy sectors of developing
nations must be increased in order to facilitate a transition to green and alternative
energy sources or we risk a rise in the carbon emissions curve.

Lastly, the global food system has been identified as a significant source of global
carbon emission. Agricultural production, including emissions associated with land-
cover change, is responsible for 80%–86% of total food system emissions and food
waste accounts for the release of 3.3 billion tons of CO2 emissions each year. The
highly industrial and heavy logistics related to food systems should be changed to
more localized and organic food production. Through increased education and
engagement with producers and the entire supply-chain of the food industry, there
should be a focus on adapting and moving to a sustainable model that ensures the
ecological health of all beings.
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Account for climate-related risks and opportunities within the global financial system

We cannot apply market solutions to human problems. The global financial systems
should adopt a transparent approach and disclose their investment portfolio so
users (young people) can know where our money is being invested! This transparent
approach will aid and set a path towards a user-driven investment as compared to
financial institutions using the money of customers to support carbon-based
industries.

On climate finance, we urge parties to the UNFCCC annex I in particular to stick to
their commitments towards the financial mechanism in particular the green climate
fund $100 Billion target and we are already halfway through 2020.

There should be increased research and investment towards Forecast-based
Financing initiatives to support vulnerable communities who are exposed to sudden
and slow-onset disasters. The focus of financial assistance should largely focus on
reducing the vulnerability of communities at risk as opposed to providing short-term
relief. 

Lastly, there is also a need to strengthen financing towards climate change
adaptation and resilience building of urban centers - where most of global
investments are hosted. In saying this, finance for loss and damage (economic and
non-economic) should be taken into account to help provide Resilience Bond for low
lying areas such as small island developing states.
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3. What other actions should governments take? 

World leaders should connect the academic work of youth in universities to the
challenges faced by industries and governments to drive a carbon-free future. In
doing so, young people can work with policymakers, high-level academic and
industrial leaders to implement actions that eliminate subsidies for fossil-fuel-based
industries. We urge governments to develop strong legal frameworks that can
provide certainty to ensure transparency, longevity, credibility, and effective
enforcement of climate and related policies.

4. How can governments meaningfully include youth perspectives in
discussions and decisions about a green recovery? 

Youth worldwide proved time and again by extreme dedication and internationally
built capacity that they are serious, equal, competent and reliable partners in the
negotiations, decision making, and delivering implementation. We are also adapting
to newer forms of lifestyles that are needed for the future. This influence can only be
amplified if young people are given a political power backed with capacity and
resources that allow us to innovate and transform the current wicked system we live
in.

There is not yet enough political commitment to build a better place when the
pandemic is over. There are two components of the commitment that we as youth
need to scrutinize: rhetoric and policy/budget decisions. Only when the necessity of
building back better is recognized at the level of discourse and then is followed by
appropriate measures that don’t look for a quick fix and return to business as usual,
and are well funded and transparently implemented, we will be able to tell that there
is enough political commitment.
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We see some good responses, like the Recovery Facility established by the EU,
requirements for the car industry introduced in the German fiscal stimulus package
or green stimulus in Pakistan, but only holistic, paradigm-shifting responses will not
let the coronavirus crisis go to waste.

Young climate activists achieved considerable successes in influencing policy making
on climate change at least because now world leaders cannot brush it off. However,
one can bring a horse to the lake but cannot make it drink. This means that
reluctance of decision-makers and negotiators to have a long-term view hinders
successful policymaking. Influence of the youth on accelerating the process will
definitely be positive, but for it to become more pronounced we need to make sure
that young people are listened to and present at the negotiating table and in
decision making bodies the same way they are protesting on the streets. The more
occupations affected by climate change are represented by young advocates and
professionals, the better: scientists, engineers, lawyers, economists etc. The force of
youth is its competent voice, bringing an intersectional perspective. Hence a need to
give young people political power in decision making. Governments must invest in
training youth on public policy science - this is vital for a better youth engagement
and contribution to the policies. Concretely, with increased capacity building, there
can be a minimum quota for the number of young staff at the ministerial level to
enhance participation.
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Deliver green jobs and create sustainable growth.
Remove subsidies for fossil fuels and price emissions so polluters pay for the
harm they cause. 
Account for climate-related risks and opportunities within the global financial
system.

Recovering better from the COVID-19 pandemic brings both the responsibility and
the opportunity to include more diverse voices at the decision making table. To
recover equitably is to recover sustainably, and that means recognising the
generation that will be most affected by climate change for their expertise and not
only their passion. Building on its work to engage global youth at the United Nations’
2019 Youth Climate Summit, the UN Foundation invited some of the same cohort, as
well as other young leaders from our GirlUp global leadership training initiative and
our United Nations Association of the USA grassroots organization to contribute their
ideas for sustainable policies to recover better in a post-COVID world.

We asked them about concrete suggestions they have for countries to:

UN Foundation received responses from young climate leaders in thirty-two
countries. A common thread running through these testimonies is that local
communities around the world already face climate threats and environmental
degradation. They also stress that to best respond to climate threats, involving those
with situational expertise in developing sustainable solutions is an imperative.

The young climate leaders in these submissions notice the speed with which
governments have responded to the COVID-19 pandemic and want a similarly rapid
response to the existential crisis of climate change. To successfully mitigate its
current destruction and stop its impending progression, climate change must be
addressed, they say, using lessons learned and networks forged during the COVID-19
pandemic.
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“This is what the young people of the world ask of our leaders – to confront the climate
crisis the way you have confronted the COVID-19 pandemic – with swift, bold action.” 

- Summer from the United States of America  

“The world has completely changed in only a few months and now you have the
opportunity to do things differently, to do them better and to do them in a sustainable

way. For this, youth does not want to be led, we want to be included.”
 - Claudia from The Dominican Republic

What actions should governments take? 

The global youth climate movement is most often recognized for its passion and
perseverance. But Youth Choice: Recovering Better Together and the youth input
solicited in the weeks surrounding World Environment Day make clear that young
people have more to offer than a sense of urgency. Real, innovative policy ideas came
out of the June 5th consultation between youth climate advocates and Member
States. In addition to the young leaders who were able to speak during the event,
dozens of their peers submitted to the UN Foundation ideas for climate-focused
pandemic recovery strategies – ideas that are both grounded in the sound science of
the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change and informed by experiential
expertise.

“The catastrophic destruction of our natural resources and the loss of our biodiversities
lead all of humanity not only to a health crisis but also in economic, social and

environmental terms.” - Johannes from Benin 

“Given that exploitation of fossil fuels is highly responsible for environmental degradation,
we have to keep fossil fuels in the ground and quickly transition to 100% renewable

energy.” - Ravel from the Republic of Cameroon
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Almost every one of the submissions from global climate advocates urges
governments to swiftly transition to renewable energy sources. Investment in these
spaces is still far outpaced by that in the fossil fuel industry, a situation that has not
shifted during the COVID-19 pandemic. Strategies from youth climate advocates for
swiftly transitioning the global energy sector to renewables include requiring robust
carbon reporting mechanisms, investing in energy conservation techniques in urban
and land-use planning, and putting a price on carbon emissions.  

In addition to investing in renewable energy, Isaac from Nigeria suggests allocating
financial recovery packages to investments and projects that promote long-term
sustainability and resilience such as low carbon infrastructures and regenerative
agricultural facilities.

“The world’s leading climate scientists have warned that we have less than ten years for
global warming to be kept to a maximum of 1.5oC, beyond which even half a degree will

significantly worsen the risks of drought, floods, extreme heat and poverty for hundreds of
millions of people.” - Isaac from Nigeria

Brian from Kenya proposes a way for governments to accomplish environmental
objectives while minimizing financial risk by allocating social impact bonds to
companies with corporate social responsibility programs. In this way, he maintains,
climate risks and opportunities are better integrated into financial systems.
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Ravel from Cameroon  – Sylvain from Chad – Abdullahi from Nigeria – Rosette from
Kenya – Elibarich from Tanzania – Emmanuel from the Democratic Republic of the
Congo; all six of these climate advocates stress the importance of teaching
sustainability from an early age and disseminating best practices in lifestyle,
business, and agriculture at the local level. They propose governments enforce
guidelines for including sustainability into curricula, regulations to hold businesses
accountable for climate degradation, and incentives for large agricultural endeavors
to adopt sustainable practices.

A wide variety of young voices in Youth Choice: Recovering Better Together brought
substantive and coherent ideas and arguments to their engagement with Member
States. These young people marry passion with policy. They are the leaders of
tomorrow and they must be listened to today.
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